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- Extensions of lime may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Art Unit: 3641 

1 . Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 1, line 1, use of the phrase "of the type" makes the claim indefinite as to how 
closely related to a firearm the structure must be to infringe the claims. In claim 1, line 9, use of 
the phrase "being characterized by" makes the claim indefinite because claims should be claimed 
in terms of what the are and not some characterization thereof. This could be clearly claimed as 
[being comprised of] or [being included of]. In claim 1, line 18, the phrase "forward and 
rearward positions" should be claimed as [said forward and rearward positions] if the previously 
claimed forward and rearward positions are intended. In claim 4, lines 1-2, the phrase "said side 
plate bottom edge" lacks an antecedent. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stoke (959). 
Stoke (959) discloses a firearm comprising: 



a) a frame; 



15, 16, 19 



b) a slide; 



53 



c) a barrel; 



17 



d) a firing pin; 



56 



e) a hammer; 



58 
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f) a hammer trigger mechanism; see fig. 2 

g) a side plate; 5 1 

h) a top planar surface of side plate; see fig. 8 

i) a flange and groove arrangement; and 52 

j) a cutout. see fig. 8 

4. Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Smith (646). 
Smith (646) discloses a firearm comprising: 

a) a frame; 1,2 

b) a slide; 50, 53 

c) a barrel; 3 

d) a firing pin; 74 

e) a hammer; 69 

f) a hammer trigger mechanism; see fig. 6 

g) a side plate; and 8 

h) a top planar surface of side plate. see fig. 7 

5. Claims 1 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cupp (237). 
Cupp (237) discloses a firearm comprising: 

a) a frame; 12, 13 

b) a slide; 14 

c) a barrel; 15 

d) a firing pin; inside 14 

e) a hammer; 25 



Application/Control Number: 10/527,858 
Art Unit: 3641 



Page 4 



f) a hammer trigger mechanism; 



see fig. 5 



g) a side plate; and 



26 



h) a top planar surface of side plate. 



26 (see fig. 5) 



6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Stephen M. Johnson whose telephone number is 571-272-6877 
and whose e-mail address is ( S tephen . Johnsonfatuspto . gov ) . The examiner can normally be 
reached on Tuesday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Carone can be reached on 571-272-6873. The Central FAX phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 800-786-9199. 
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